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Dear members and sponsors, dear friends and supporters 

of the association Darjeelinghilfe Dortmund e.V, 

 

in our St. Anthony's School in Darjeeling/India our students are sitting their exams 

or recite their poems and songs they learned in the kindergarten classes to the 

school management. After three days off, which the teachers need for the 

correction, the certificates are handed out on December 6th in the course of a big 

year-end party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school year 2019 comes to an end and the pupils can enjoy the long winter 

holidays until March 2020. When I tell this to my pupils in Dortmund, they will go 

green with envy. Three months of holidays - a dream. But for the children in 

Darjeeling reality looks different. Darjeeling is at an altitude of over 2000 meters, 

the mountains of the Himalayas are within reach. Especially in January and 

February it gets very cold, the fog brings additional humidity and the sun is rarely 

visible. There are no heaters and stoves are not available and you will search in 

vain in the corrugated iron huts or "one-room apartments" of our needy families. 

Most families sit around a small fireplace when the cold is unbearable. The 

children long for variety and the activities at school. 

 

  

 
 

  

 

  



At the beginning of the school year on March 4th - our tenth year since the 

opening of the school - ten female teachers, two male teachers, three helpers and 

our headmaster Rohit Andrew Pradhan welcomed 125 children (in three 

kindergarten classes and classes one to seven) and their parents to the school 

meeting in our big hall. 

The school year 2019 began with the following motto: 

 

"What you dream of, you can become; 

What you set out to do, you can achieve" 

 

During our visit in April, we were again able to see for ourselves the motivation to 

learn and enthusiasm for school. We hope that some dreams will come true. 

Jeewan, for example, told us that he wants to become an engineer and then come 

to Germany to visit us one day.  

 

A special highlight for 36 students in grades four to seven was a three-day trip to 

Tumling, a village at almost 3000 m altitude in Singalila National Park, in April 

2019. The children enjoyed going on a long trip with friends, getting a varied meal 

and being allowed to sleep in their own bed instead of on the floor. You can find a 

detailed report about this tour on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the normal school routine, environmental education was a main focus of 

our school. A series of lessons and a painting competition on the subject of the 

environment were held. Every Friday, garbage was again collected in the school 

area (action "Green Friday"). At the environmental week, which takes place every 

year in June in Darjeeling, our school participated again with a planting campaign. 

Furthermore, an excursion to the botanical garden was organized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  



 

Other excursions went to the zoo and the library. In addition, the monthly 

contests such as dancing, singing, quizzes, painting, etc. took place again. The 

usual celebrations for Independence Day, "Teachers Day" and World Children's 

Day were certainly highlights for all our students again.  

And very important for the breaks: Thanks to the renewed generous donation the 

snack and milk project could be continued. Every day the children of the 

kindergarten classes and classes one to five received a cup of milk and a piece of 

fruit, nuts or an egg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But unfortunately there were not only heights this school year. Our sports teacher 

and our science teacher left school for different reasons. There is an applicant for 

the position of sports teacher for the next school year. But it is extremely difficult 

for a small school to find a teacher for the subjects chemistry and physics. We 

hope that our headmaster will be able to find a qualified teacher in the long term, 

as this will strongly influence our future plans regarding the higher classes.  

We have decided to act as we did in 2009, when we started with 3000 Euro with 

the laying of the foundation stone and our school project: 

"If a thing succeeds, you will not find out if you think about it, 

but when you try it." 

If our headmaster is indeed unable to find a qualified teacher, we will work with 

another school to give our students the opportunity to graduate from a good 

school. 

 

Rohit and Prabakhar need our support 

When Rohit stopped going to school, a teacher visited the family at home.  The 

father explained that Rohit was complaining about the long way to school, which 

he suddenly could not manage.  A doctor in Darjeeling sent Rohit to Calcutta for 

examination, where the doctors diagnosed a heart defect. An operation seems 

unavoidable.  But first Rohit has to take restorative medication, as his body seems 

too weak for a long operation at the moment. A big shock for the family: a child 

with a heart condition and a high-risk operation. The father works as a day 

laborer, often as a porter and sometimes as a construction worker. It is 

unthinkable for him to finance such an operation. The family does not have health 

insurance - who has health insurance in India? 

 

 

Teachers Day  Independent Day 



 

 

When we heard about Rohit's situation from our headmaster, we naturally offered 

our support. We were thrilled when the catholic church community "Christus unser 

Friede" in Dortmund Oespel organized a sponsored run in cooperation with the 

Hauptschule Kley and our organisation. An unbelievable 2,400 euros were raised. 

In addition, the pupils of Hauptschule Kley "ran" another 250 Euros during their 

sports festival and further donations were made by selling home-made items at 

bazaars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family, who comes from Nepal, has decided to have the operation done in 

Kathmandu (the capital of Nepal). After a further examination in November, an 

operation date has now been set for the end of December. We wish the now 11-

year-old Rohit all the best and hope that he will be able to continue his study and 

can be back next school year..

 

And then there is Prabakhar, student of our 

7th grade. He suffers from an eye disease and 

has permanent pain in his right eye. Our 

headmaster had already visited a hospital in 

Siliguri (a town in the lowlands, 4 hours away 

from Darjeeling) with him last year and hoped 

that an operation would bring relief. But the 

doctors found out that the eye has to be 

removed in the long term. Prabakhar and his 

parents have decided to have this operation 

next year. We would like to offer financial 

support for this operation as well. 

  

  
11 year old Rohit Our principle with Rohits father 

 



Our second school project: Shree Patle Secondary School in Bung/Nepal  

 

In the remote village in the Solu Khumbu (Everest region), students have been 

able to study in fixed classrooms again since July 2018. The school was destroyed 

by the earthquake in 2015. We financed the reconstruction of the school building. 

Unfortunately it is not possible to support and promote school life in Bung as 

intensively as we do in Darjeeling at our St. Anthony's School. On the one hand it 

is extremely difficult to maintain an intensive contact via telephone or internet due 

to power failures and on the other hand there is no time for a second project as 

our board of directors works on a voluntary basis. But we decided to support the 

school and the village community in Bung selectively, if the financial situation of 

our association allows it or the donations are earmarked. 

At the top of the wish list of our partner association in Bung is the financing of 

additional teacher positions, so that the quality of teaching can be improved. The 

state finances three teacher positions for 150 children in seven classes or grades. 

We were able to finance an additional teacher's position through an earmarked 

donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, a project sponsorship of the World Shop Ludwigsburg made it possible 

to fulfil the desire for durable school furniture. Tables and benches could be 

delivered from Kathmandu in time for the rainy season - during high water it is 

not possible to cross the river with a jeep because of the missing bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 



The other donations were used to organize parties and excursions and to support 

needy families (especially orphans) who are not able to finance school materials 

and school clothing. On the wish list for the future is the construction of a new 

toilet with water connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The board of the Darjeelinghilfe Dortmund e.V. is looking forward to the year 2020 

with excitement. In April we will travel to Darjeeling with 22 club members and 

godparents to celebrate with the St. Anthony's Family - students, teachers, 

parents and everyone who supported us in the construction - a big party to 

celebrate the 10th anniversary of the school. We would like to celebrate here in 

Dortmund at the end of June (probably on Friday 26.06.) and hope that all of you 

and our headmaster Rohit Pradhan from Darjeeling can be there. He would like to 

say "Thank you" personally for the trust and the many donations which made it 

possible for him to realize his dream of building a school for disadvantaged 

children. 

 

We wish you a good 2020. May all your dreams and hopes for the year 2020 be 

fulfilled. 

 

With kind regards  

from the St. Anthony's Family from Darjeeling, from the village community from 

Bung and from the board of the association Darjeelinghilfe Dortmund e.V. 

 

Stephanie Lücking, Astrid Deipenwisch, Katrin Bräunig, Kerstin Hornung and Guido 

Uhlenberg 

 

As always, we would like to point out that the entire board is working on a voluntary basis and that 

the trips to Darjeeling and Nepal are privately financed. We use all donations for our work on site. 

We will send you the donation receipts (from 50,00 Euro) again as usual in January. The tax office 

allows us to send them by scan and e-mail. So we save the postage costs. If you don't have an e-

mail address or if you wish (please let us know), you will receive your donation receipt by mail as 

usual.  

 

Darjeelinghilfe Dortmund e.V. 

www.darjeelinghilfe.de, phone 0231/17 85 37, e-mail: darjeelinghilfe@t-online.de 

Dortmund savings bank, IBAN: DE22 4405 0199 0401 0148 02 

   

  


